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nists attack Qucmny and Mntsu s
Suppose war breaks out in ‘the
Middle East . . . Suppose fighting
starts up again in Indo-China . . .
What will the U.S. do?
Almost - every Thursday at 10
. am,, a small group of men gather
in the Cabinet Room of the White
House to discuss just such ques-
tions as these with President
Eisecnhower—and to come up with
answers. They are the members of
the ‘National Security Council, the
nation's top-secret planning agency
for the cold war.
The man who directs the opera,
tions of this group for the President
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then (1) trv to poun ut agreement be-
tween them or (2) as::hu 8?he arens of
(hsfu,n,uncnt “Let' not sweep it under
the rug.™) "

“He tests whether lhe thoughts. pre-
sented to the President have reall ﬁ’been‘

looked at and been .thought “through
from all angles,” an assouate explains.
To perform this assignment, erson.

a wiry B-footer, switches roles with the
agility of a high jumper, whxc'h he was w
college (his record, 6 feet 3% inches):

PAt the three-times-a-week sessions of
the NSC's plapning. hoard, he is the
chairman ‘and arbitrator who degides at
what stage a problemn should be bucked
to the council, ,

»Before NSC eetings, Anderson draws
up the agenda and briefs the President.
He answers Mr. Elsenhowcrs many d¢-’
.ulcd questions and, if the 49. ers_arg
not in_ his Dlack, 4- -to' B-inches- tlur,l.
loose-leaf notebook ,with- tab index, he
gets them, jin a hurry Ofteén, he becomes

a sounding board as the President” walks,

about his desk, peers ont thn

Toud” on upqommg or
®At council meelin ¢ "is
the man  who mt;;o( uc"
each subject.
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sessions .md no tramcrfpl g
made. So the task is delicale, .

“Sometimes  the  Presider
just indicates his re’lctions"
the vigorous discuss
gresses.” Anderson says, IVt'
got to reflect the exact dine of
his ruling.” Only after the
President approves the “rec
ord of action” (sometimes he

come United States policy.
PAnderson also directs  the
3A8-man- NSC staft- which is
quietly sechuded bohind bur-
rdeades on the third foor of

ng; Csits in con  wedkly
meetings . of - the -Operations

mant-. Under! Secrotary of
State. Herbert Hoover Jr.).

+council's:decisions ar¢ being
carried out; and frequently

A day in Andersun s sn-and-a half<¢
week (he usually takes _Sunday It
noon.off) begins at 7 a.m. in the r
Georgetown Colonia! house where ?‘i\
lives with five telepliones, his W
Lena, and one schoo‘-ago daughter. An
other daughter is married. a third i
away at school. By 7 a.m. he has spent a
least eight hours asleep (he prefers ten’
hours) plus one hour half-wwake in bed. -
During that hour he does some of his”
most productive thinking.

An(ﬁ!rson calls himsell an Independ-
ent Democrat, but ruu-of-party Demo-
crats ‘would find little to applaud fu his
views. His personal habits are” equally
conservative, His dark gray suits look .
about alike and his one lond sports chnt ;
was a gift.
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